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Abalone is a delicacy in the

Far East and almost worth

irs weighr in gold. Oman is
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Chinese commumities. Its delicate taste and tender flesh creates

superh soups, shellfish, steaks and even salads,

The demand is such that in the spathern Omand provir
Diheafar & veritabde gold mish ocowrs in the season when '\.|'.'.i.l;.1 far
it is permitted. Before 1990, divers searching for abalone swould
seolr these indets for spame siv months. Today, to allow stocks to
regenerabe, there is a limited season of two months each year.
During these two months there i@ a razh for the abalene of Dhokar
and Amr and his littke group spend much of those two months

hiarvesting abalone alonge the coast.

I ASKED Amr why his equipment was so basie and he explained
that the Oman Government prohibits the we of anv scuba diving
i ||||||'||_';|I_ s Bl 'H.l:h_'L-| e Fid il i |.'|:|I:|_'|'| 5L |_:.|'. wEa Wi |_'|:-.|!-:|
b ficl a ||-||3,"-'| ERIERE 1R (1 WELLEE,

Thee onlv tewd that Ame wses s a crude chilbsel-like toal, which he
iy '-||||:| e s k A 'H.I:'l:i:.-l' cack :|:.-.:|-\.'

s Lo penee the _-.|'H.-|||||-' A

s ethng 1= (EA Tkt aroiasd his WS 10 814 I'|||'.-\.|-\.l\.||||:-' I|!.\,-|I

Withiat the ndvant W seuba a.||'.i||:.'_ i pment,

maximum depth of water that an experienced diver like Amr can
respch is about seven or eight metres. Most divers, however, content
themselves with much shalbower dives by simply wading oat from
the ksl andl 2eanching in the rocks just beloa wave herght tor

thir ababane.
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Cretting abalone requires much wankling with
frcaks Al enanimies which, anfortunately, the abalosie also slhames
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the rock trapping the fingers of & fow of his friends, Like amy good

harror story [ never learned the results, which were submerged in
the sound of the departing engine.

Crhur moming birdwatching having finished we travelled further
along the coast amd on our way found the main huh of abalone
activity. Just above the reach of waves a small conglomeration
of wire mesh huts had been get up and around them was a
rmnge of reshanranls.

Sinee we had seen one part of the alalone story we stopped
tor boork at what was inside the wire mesh huts. Carefally arranged
on low trestles, almost ke nugpets of gold. the abalone was
drying in U 2un and breese. The oamer of one of these mim
foud -processing plants, Suhail Bakhit Al Anr, invived ws 1o S5

]
with him amd have some shaed bl raera (mint tea

AS WE sat, a continual stream of men and TEENARCrs CAMnE with
thesir cateh of abalane (o sl it to Subail. The shells and flesh are
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limitesd pericd of credit to the bayer, it was 170, Nat quite its
weight in godd but still an extraondinary income for these voung
men during the eight weeks they could go ssarching for abalone

Suhlall must have sensed our imterest and bhe sugEested that we
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refurn later in the evening M wak repared
tor sale, As an added moentive, il one was needed, he sasd that
raarclieled (atone grilbed meat) woubd be on the menu. We promptls
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Like mpst oooked foods, the cauldron needed constant watching

‘The Dhofar coast is rich in abalone. A kilo of flesh sells for $150.
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DVER THE MEAL that Suhail provided
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